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Prime Minister, but it was usually an unsatisfactory arrange-
ment.
The question whether a Peer can become Prime Minister
arose when Bonar Law resigned in 1923. The most experi-
enced Conservative Minister was Lord Curzon, who was a
Peer and therefore disqualified from sitting in the Commons**
The matter was complicated by the fact that the Labor Party
constituted the official Opposition (minority party) in the
Commons but was virtually without representation in the
Upper House. Some people believed that Lord Curzon would
be appointed Prime Minister, but after engaging in certain
consultations the King nominated Stanley Baldwin (who had
been Chancellor of the Exchequer until Bonar Law's resigna-
tion) as Prime Minister.14
A problem in connection with .the selection of a Prime
Minister arises^iT no"party has an absolute majority in die
House oFCommons. In that event the Sovereign exercises jm
element of choice "in selecting the chief Minister. After the
election of 1923, for example, the party representation in the
House of Commons was as follows:
Conservative and  allies                 261
Labor                                            191
Liberal                                          155
Miscellaneous                                    8
Although the Conservative Party was the largest party in the
House of Commons, the King invited Ramsay MacDonald to
lead a minority Labor Government, which was dependent on
Liberal support. It was not a very stable arrangement and
came to an end after a few months.
14 See the account in Amery, L. S., Thoughts on the Constitution^
Second edition, Oxford University Press, 1953, pp. 21-22; and Nicolson,
Harold, King George the Fifth, Constable (London), 1952, pp. 375-379-